CHAPTER  TWELVE

DUEING her negotiations with France in 1759, when
Maria Theresa, resolved to continue the War, was
making such a determined efiort to keep alive France's
flagging interest in Austria, it became apparent that
her political aims were far more important to her than
the personal happiness of her children. She had less
and less time for them.

As France was her most important ally, she made up
her mind that Joseph, her eldest son and heir, who was
then nineteen, must make a marriage which would
please Louis XV. Isabella of Parma, Louis' grand-
daughter, was chosen as the Archduke's wife.

It had originally been arranged that Joseph was to
marry the elder daughter of the King of Sicily, and
Joseph grumbled when his mother, in her usual dicta-
torial manner, told him that she had changed her mind*
The King of Sicily was annoyed as well, but with
Kaunitz's help, Maria Theresa soothed him by allowing
his second daughter to become engaged to her second
son Charles, who was then fifteen. Contemporaries
agree that the Empress was more fond of him than she
was of Joseph, for Charles was less reserved than his
elder brother, and less sensitive. Charles bore stoically
his mother's sudden attacks of severity, her unexpected
outbursts of affection, and her persistent domination*

Joseph was tall and blond; his forceful aquiline
nose and his strong features made him seam older than
fce was* But he was young in his enthusiasms; his